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Poll Description 
 
Motivation 
The mission of the non-partisan Paul Simon Public Policy Institute polling is to provide citizens, 
policy-makers, and academic researchers with objective information about trends and issues 
facing society.  
Sample and Geographic Coverage 
The 2009 Simon Poll 800 registered voters across the state of Illinois 
Polling Method 
Live telephone interviews.  
 Margin of Error 
Results from the entire sample have a statistical margin for error of ± 3.4 percentage points at the 
95 percent confidence level.  The margin for error will be larger for demographic, geographic 
and response subgroups.  
Date 
Poll conducted from September 9 and October 8, 2009.  
Polling Agency  
Survey Research Center at the University of North Texas  
Funding Source  
The survey was paid for with non-tax dollars from the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute’s 
endowment fund. 
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Variable Index 
Variable Description  Frequency Page  
Introduction and Screening 
id Respondent ID number N/A 
hello survey material1 N/A 
intro1 survey material N/A 
qskip1 survey material N/A 
General Outlook 
rwdirusa U.S. Right/Wrong Direction  9 
rwdiril Illinois Right/Wrong Direction 9 
rwdirlocal Local area Right/Wrong Direction 9 
qlife Local Quality of Life 10 
Political Reform 
qskip2 survey material N/A 
cf_prohib_co Campaign finance: prohibit companies with 
state business from contributing 
10 
recall Favorability; recall for all statewide offices 10 
cf_lim_leader Favor/Oppose, limiting campaign money 
transferred from IL party leaders 
11 
cf_lim_inkind Favor/Oppose, limit in-kind contributions in 
IL campaigns  
11 
cf_lim_fedmatch Favor/Oppose, IL limits lowered to match 
federal campaign limits 
11 
cf_comment Campaign finance: unsolicited comments N/A 
term_leader Favor/Oppose, IL legislature leaders term 
limit 
12 
cf_public Public funding of IL campaigns 12 
Legislative Redistricting 
qskip3 survey material N/A 
redist_hat Current system, Stalemate on redistricting 
settled by lots 
12 
redist_neutral Neutral person settle redistricting stalemate 13 
redist_comment Redistricting: unsolicited comments N/A 
referend Allow public referendum in IL 13 
Elected Officials 
qskip4 survey material N/A 
app_pres_oba Favor/Unfavorable Pres. Barack Obama 13 
app_gov_quin Favor/Unfavorable Gov. Pat Quinn 14 
                                                          
1 Variables described as “survey material” are left in the SPSS file to allow researchers to assess question 
introductions and transitions. These variables do not include response data.  
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app_ilag_mad Favor/Unfavorable IL Attorney General 
Lisa Madigan 
14 
app_ilsminl_rad Favor/Unfavorable IL Senate Minority 
Leader Christine Radogno 
14 
app_iltres_gian Favor/Unfavorable IL State Treasurer Alexi 
Giannoulias 
14 
app_ilhminl_cro Favor/Unfavorable IL House of 
Representatives Minority Leader Tom Cross 
15 
app_ilspres_cul Favor/Unfavorable IL Senate President John 
Cullerton 
15 
app_ilhspk_mad Favor/Unfavorable Speaker of the IL House 
of Representatives Mike Madigan 
15 
app_sen_durb Favor/Unfavorable U.S. Senator Dick 
Durbin 
15 
app_sen_bur Favor/Unfavorable U.S. Senator Roland 
Burris 
16 
app_ilcomp_hyn Favor/Unfavorable IL comptroller Dan 
Hynes 
16 
Government Taxes and Services 
tax_fed_val Value of services from federal tax dollars 16 
tax_il_val Value of services from IL tax dollars 17 
tax_local_val Value of services from local tax dollars 17 
tax_fairshr Area receives fair share of government 
spending 
17 
Quality of Life 
qskip5 survey material  N/A 
qual_air Quality of local environment, water, air  18 
qual_infra Quality of local infrastructure, roads, 
bridges 
18 
qual_cops Quality of local public safety, police, fire 
protection 
18 
qual_K12 Quality of local public education  19 
econ_local Local economy performance 19 
qual_parks Quality of local parks and recreation 
opportunities 
19 
Illinois Budget 
qskip6 survey material  N/A 
budgq_grp1, _grp2, _grp3 survey material N/A 
fix_deficit_il09 Fix Illinois Budget Deficit, 2009 20 
deficit_comment Budget deficit, unsolicited comments N/A 
cuts_K12 Favor/Oppose; state funding cuts to K12 
education 
20 
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cuts_he Favor/Oppose; state funding cuts to higher 
education 
21 
cuts_he_comment Higher education funding, unsolicited 
comments 
N/A 
cuts_cops Favor/Oppose; state funding cuts to public 
safety, police, and prisons 
21 
cuts_parks Favor/Oppose; state funding cuts to state 
parks/environmental regulations 
21 
cuts_poor Favor/Oppose; state funding cuts to 
programs for the poor 
21 
cuts_disable Favor/Oppose; state funding cuts to people 
with mental/physical disabilities 
22 
cuts_disable_comment Mental/physical disabilities funding cuts; 
unsolicited comments 
N/A 
pen_cuts Favor/Oppose; state funding cuts to state 
workers' pension benefits 
22 
qskip7 survey material N/A 
tax_inc09 Favor/Oppose: IL state income tax from 3 
to 4 percent 
22 
tax_sales Favor/Oppose: Increasing IL state sales tax  22 
tax_services Favor/Oppose: IL state sales tax on services  23 
gamble_exp Favor/Oppose: Expanding gambling 23 
sell_il_asset Favor/Oppose: Sell state assets (privatize), 
such as lottery, toll road system 
23 
sell_il_asset_comment Sell state assets, unsolicited comments N/A 
Illinois 2010 Primary Election 
prim10_vote Plan to vote in 2010 IL primary 23 
prim10_party Intended primary party, 2010 24 
prim10_gov_dem Democratic Governor Primary, 2010 24 
qskip8 survey material N/A 
prim10_gov_rep Republican Governor Primary, 2010 25 
Social Issues 
qskip9 survey material N/A 
abort_leg Abortion, legality 25 
lg_coup_rts Gay and Lesbian couple marriage rights 26 
lg_coup_rts Gay and Lesbian couple marriage rights., 
unsolicited comments 
N/A 
Health Care 
qskip10 survey material N/A 
hc_fed_resp Federal government responsible all citizens 
have health care insurance 
26 
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hc_fed_resp_comment Federal government responsible all citizens 
have health care insurance, unsolicited 
comments 
N/A 
hc_haveins Have health insurance 29 
hc_pub Health insurance provider: Public program 29 
hc_empr Health insurance provider: Employer 29 
hc_indy Health insurance provider: Individual 29 
hc_other Health insurance provider: Other way 29 
hc_dknr Health insurance provider: Don’t know/no 
response 
30 
hc_cobra Health insurance provider: COBRA 30 
hc_union Health insurance provider: Union 30 
hc_supins Health insurance: Supplemental insurance 30 
Religious Behavior 
relig_att_often Religion, attend services frequency 31 
relig_type Religion, attend services type 31 
religion Religion, Christian, other type, none 31 
relig_denom If Christian, denomination 32 
relig_epis Episcopalian, specific  32 
relig_bapt Baptist, specific 33 
relig_bret Brethren, specific  33 
relig_coc Church of Christ, specific 33 
relig_cog Church of God, specific 33 
relig_luth Lutheran, specific 34 
relig_meth Methodist, specific 34 
relig_pres Presbyterian, specific 34 
relig_crc Christian Reformed Church, specific 35 
relig_mean Definition of Christian 35 
relig_what If Non-Christian, what religion 35 
born_again Born again Christian or evangelical, Y/N 36 
born_again_comment Born again Christian or evangelical, 
unsolicited comments 
N/A 
Demographics 
gender Gender of Respondent 28 
education Last level of education completed 27 
party_aff1 Party affiliation, no strength 27 
party_str Party affiliation strength 27 
party_indystr Party leanings of Independents 28 
party_strength Collapse of party_aff1 and party_str 28 
party_aff Collapse of party_str and party_indystr 28 
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zip ZIP Code 36 
birth_yr Year of birth 36 
rac_eth Race or Ethnicity 36 
hh_inc Household income, category 37 
thank survey material N/A 
gender2 Gender of respondent N/A 
thank2 survey material N/A 
date Date of interview N/A 
time Time of interview N/A 
area Region of Illinois 37 
age Age of respondent, calculated from birth_yr N/A 
add_comments Additional comments, unsolicited N/A 
party_aff2 collapse of party_aff1, party_str, 
party_indystr assigning independents/others 
5 categories 
N/A 
party_aff3 collapse of party_aff1, party_str, 
party_indystr assigning independents/others 
3 categories 
N/A 
Construction Variables2   
deficit_grp1, _grp2, _grp3 fix_deficit_il09: response option order, 3 
versions 
N/A 
primgov_grp1, _grp2 prim10_gov_dem: response option order, 2 
versions 
N/A 
primgov_grp3, _grp4, _grp5, 
_grp6, _grp7, _grp8 
prim10_gov_rep: response option order, 6 
versions 
N/A 
lgcoup_grp1, _grp2, _grp3 lg_coup_rts: response option order, 3 
versions. 
N/A 
  
                                                          
2 The variables in this section were used to record respondents’ answers when presented with different possible 
response ordering. These variables were then used to construct the variable referenced in each description.  
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Hello.  This is (name) calling from the UNT Survey Research Center.  First, I want you to know that I’m 
not trying to sell you anything.  We’re conducting a study to find out what Illinois voters think about some 
public policy questions important to Illinois.  And, your household was selected at random to participate. 
According to our research procedure, I need to speak to the youngest (male/female) who is registered to 
vote and who is at home when I place the call. May I speak to that person, please? 
 
General Outlook 
1. First, we’d like to know what you think about the direction of the United States of America. 
Generally speaking, do you think things in our country are going in the right direction, or are they off 
track and heading in the wrong direction?  
[VAR: rwdirusa] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Right direction 1 338 
Wrong direction 2 403 
Other 3 25 
DK/NR 9 34 
Remarks: If the participant was unsure, the interviewer probed, “well, on balance, are things going in the 
right direction or the wrong direction?” 
 
2. And what about the direction of the State of Illinois? Generally speaking, are things in Illinois going 
in the right direction, or are they off track and heading in the wrong direction? 
[VAR: rwdiril] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Right direction 1 174 
Wrong direction 2 542 
Other 3 38 
DK/NR 9 46 
Remarks: If the participant was unsure, the interviewer probed, “well, on balance, are things going in the 
right direction or the wrong direction?” 
 
3. And how are things going in your city or area of the state? In general, are things in your city or area 
going in the right direction, or in the wrong direction?  
[VAR: rwdirlocal] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Right direction 1 416 
Wrong direction 2 326 
Other 3 31 
DK/NR 9 27 
Remarks: If the participant was unsure, the interviewer probed, “well, on balance, are things going in the 
right direction or the wrong direction?” 
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4. Regardless of what you think about the direction your part of the state, tell us what you think about 
the overall quality of life in your area. Taking everything into account, would you say the overall 
quality of life in your area is . . . 
[VAR: qlife] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Excellent 1 103 
Good 2 334 
Average 3 254 
Not so good 4 75 
Poor 5 28 
DK/NR 9 6 
 
Political Reform  
Section Introduction: Next, we’d like to know what you think about some public policy questions that are 
being talked about in Illinois: First, (rotate) 
 
5. …a proposal to prohibit companies that seek business with the state of Illinois from making campaign 
contributions to state legislative campaigns. Would you strongly favor, favor, oppose, or strongly 
oppose a proposal to ban campaign contributions from companies that want to do business with the 
state? 
[VAR: cf_prohib_co] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly favor 1 294 
Favor 2 218 
Oppose 3 161 
Strongly oppose 4 76 
No opinion 5 40 
DK/NR 9 11 
 
6. …a proposal to amend the constitution to allow recall elections for holders of statewide elected 
offices, such as secretary of state, governor, or lieutenant governor. That is, the people could vote at 
any time to remove an elected official from office rather than waiting until the next election. Would 
you strongly favor, favor, oppose, or strongly oppose a proposal to allow recall elections for holders 
of statewide elected offices? 
[VAR: recall] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly favor 1 279 
Favor 2 300 
Oppose 3 144 
Strongly oppose 4 43 
No opinion 5 30 
DK/NR 9 4 
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7. …a proposal to limit the amount of campaign money that Republican and Democratic leaders of the 
legislature are allowed to contribute to other legislative candidates. Would you strongly favor, favor, 
oppose, or strongly oppose a proposal to limit the amount of money that party leaders could 
contribute to legislative candidates? 
[VAR: cf_lim_leader] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly favor 1 252 
Favor 2 271 
Oppose 3 149 
Strongly oppose 4 42 
No opinion 5 74 
DK/NR 9 12 
 
8. …a proposal to limit in-kind contributions to state legislative campaigns? Currently there are limits 
on cash campaign contributions, but not on contributions of goods or services, such as office space, 
consulting, or even buying advertising on behalf of a candidate. Would you strongly favor, favor, 
oppose, or strongly oppose a proposal to limit in-kind contributions to legislative campaigns? 
[VAR: cf_lim_inkind] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly favor 1 257 
Favor 2 316 
Oppose 3 116 
Strongly oppose 4 40 
No opinion 5 61 
DK/NR 9 10 
 
9. …a proposal to lower campaign contribution limits for Illinois offices to match the campaign 
contribution limits of federal offices. For example, Illinois’ individual contribution limits are $5,000 
per year per official—so an individual could give an officeholder $20,000 over the course of a four-
year term. Federal individual contribution limits are $2,400 for the primary election and $2,400 for 
the general election—so an individual could give an officeholder $4,800 over the course of a four-
year term. Would you strongly favor, favor, oppose, or strongly oppose a proposal to reduce Illinois 
campaign contribution limits to the same level as federal limits? 
[VAR: cf_lim_fedmatch] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly favor 1 222 
Favor 2 340 
Oppose 3 87 
Strongly oppose 4 30 
No opinion 5 103 
DK/NR 9 18 
Remarks: Unsolicited comment about campaign contributions “I am not in favor of limiting individuals’ 
ability to contribute to campaign. I am in favor of no organized political action committees.” 
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10. A proposal to limit the length of time legislators could serve in leadership positions, such as Speaker 
of the House or President of the Senate. Would you strongly favor, favor, oppose, or strongly oppose 
a proposal to place term limits on legislative leadership positions? 
[VAR: term_leader] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly favor 1 304 
Favor 2 317 
Oppose 3 86 
Strongly oppose 4 31 
No opinion 5 54 
DK/NR 9 8 
 
11. Eliminate contributions to state legislative campaigns by providing public funding for all qualified 
candidates. 
[VAR: cf_public] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly favor 1 125 
Favor 2 270 
Oppose 3 223 
Strongly oppose 4 85 
No opinion 5 79 
DK/NR 9 18 
 
Legislative Redistricting 
Section Introduction: Next, are a couple of questions about legislative redistricting in Illinois. 
12. Do you approve or disapprove of the current redistricting process? 
[VAR: redist_hat] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly approve 1 13 
Approve 2 123 
Disapprove 3 349 
Strongly disapprove 4 222 
No opinion 5 82 
DK/NR 9 11 
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13. Do you approve or disapprove of adding a neutral person to the redistricting panel in case of a tie? 
[VAR: redist_neutral] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly favor 1 154 
Favor 2 429 
Oppose 3 104 
Strongly oppose 4 38 
No opinion 5 62 
DK/NR 9 13 
Remarks: Unsolicited comment – “Illinois should follow the Iowa plan for redistricting.” 
 
14. Should Illinois politics be reformed by public referendum vote or action by the legislature? 
[VAR: referend] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Legislative action should reform Illinois politics 1 100 
The public should vote on political reform in a referendum 2 518 
Have not heard enough about it to have an opinion 3 151 
Other 4 14 
DK/NR 9 17 
 
Elected Officials 
Section Introduction: Now I’d like for you to tell me how well some statewide elected officials are 
performing their jobs. For each one that I read, I’d like to tell me if you strongly approve, somewhat 
approve, somewhat disapprove, or strongly disapprove of the job that official is doing. If you haven’t 
heard enough information to evaluate that person, just tell me that. First is . . . (rotate) 
 
15. President Barack Obama. Do you strongly approve, somewhat approve, somewhat disapprove, or 
strongly disapprove of the job President Obama is doing? 
[VAR: app_pres_oba] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly approve 1 293 
Somewhat approve 2 209 
Somewhat disapprove 3 96 
Strongly disapprove 4 181 
DK/NR 9 21 
 
  
 Simon Poll, Fall 2009 - 14 
 
16. Illinois Governor Pat Quinn. Do you strongly approve, somewhat approve, somewhat disapprove, or 
strongly disapprove of the job Governor Quinn is doing? 
[VAR: app_gov_quin] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly approve 1 82 
Somewhat approve 2 382 
Somewhat disapprove 3 150 
Strongly disapprove 4 84 
DK/NR 9 102 
 
17. Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan? 
[VAR: app_ilag_mad] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly approve 1 268 
Somewhat approve 2 277 
Somewhat disapprove 3 85 
Strongly disapprove 4 42 
DK/NR 9 128 
 
18. Illinois Senate Minority Leader Christine Radogno? 
[VAR: app_Ilsminl_rad] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly approve 1 22 
Somewhat approve 2 113 
Somewhat disapprove 3 39 
Strongly disapprove 4 26 
DK/NR 9 600 
 
19. Illinois State Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias? 
[VAR: app_iltres_gian] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly approve 1 75 
Somewhat approve 2 226 
Somewhat disapprove 3 76 
Strongly disapprove 4 49 
DK/NR 9 374 
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20. House of Representatives Minority Leader Tom Cross? 
[VAR: app_ilhminl_cro] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly approve 1 33 
Somewhat approve 2 174 
Somewhat disapprove 3 54 
Strongly disapprove 4 22 
DK/NR 9 517 
 
21. Illinois Senate President John Cullerton? 
[VAR: app_ilspres_cul] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly approve 1 27 
Somewhat approve 2 158 
Somewhat disapprove 3 75 
Strongly disapprove 4 49 
DK/NR 9 491 
 
22. Speaker of the Illinois House of Representatives Mike Madigan? 
[VAR: app_ilhspk_mad] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly approve 1 66 
Somewhat approve 2 257 
Somewhat disapprove 3 166 
Strongly disapprove 4 174 
DK/NR 9 137 
 
23. U.S. Senator Dick Durbin? 
[VAR: app_sen_durb] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly approve 1 223 
Somewhat approve 2 249 
Somewhat disapprove 3 89 
Strongly disapprove 4 181 
DK/NR 9 58 
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24. U.S. Senator Roland Burris? 
[VAR: app_sen_bur] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly approve 1 37 
Somewhat approve 2 120 
Somewhat disapprove 3 169 
Strongly disapprove 4 343 
DK/NR 9 131 
 
25. Illinois comptroller Dan Hynes? 
[VAR: app_ilcomp_hyn] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly approve 1 96 
Somewhat approve 2 293 
Somewhat disapprove 3 54 
Strongly disapprove 4 29 
DK/NR 9 328 
 
Government Taxes and Services 
Section Introduction: Next, I have a few questions about government taxes and services.  
 
26. First, how good a value would you say you get in terms of services for the taxes you pay to the 
federal government? Would you say you get an excellent value, good value, a fair value, not so good, 
or a poor value in services for the tax dollars paid to the federal government? 
[VAR: tax_fed_val] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Excellent value 1 22 
Good value 2 133 
A fair value 3 307 
Not so good 4 167 
A poor value 5 155 
Other 6 1 
DK/NR 9 15 
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27. And what about the value of services you get for the tax dollars paid to the state of Illinois? Would 
you say you get an excellent value, good value, a fair value, not so good, or a poor value in services 
for the tax dollars paid to the state government? 
[VAR: tax_il_val] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Excellent value 1 13 
Good value 2 105 
A fair value 3 285 
Not so good 4 200 
A poor value 5 186 
DK/NR 9 11 
 
28. What do you think about the value of services for the taxes paid to your local government? 
[VAR: tax_local_val] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Excellent value 1 62 
Good value 2 210 
A fair value 3 272 
Not so good 4 129 
A poor value 5 113 
Other 6 2 
DK/NR 9 12 
 
29. And what do you think about government spending in your area of the state? In terms of its share of 
state spending, do you think your part of the state gets more than its fair share, about the right 
amount, or less than its fair share of state spending? 
[VAR: tax_fairshr] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
More than its fair share 1 70 
About the right amount 2 303 
Less than its fair share 3 314 
Other 4 5 
DK/NR 9 108 
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Quality of Life 
Section Introduction: Now we’d like to know what you think of various aspects of the quality of life in 
your area. For each feature that I read, I’d like for you to tell me if you think it is excellent, good, fair, 
not so good, or poor. First is (rotate items) 
 
30. The quality of the environment, such as clean air and water. In your area, would you say 
environmental quality is excellent, good, average, not so good, or poor? 
[VAR: qual_air] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Excellent 1 136 
Good 2 356 
Average 3 220 
Not so good 4 50 
Poor 5 32 
DK/NR 9 6 
 
31. The quality of infrastructure, such as roads and bridges. Is the quality of infrastructure in your area 
excellent, good, average, not so good, or poor? 
[VAR: qual_infra] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Excellent 1 48 
Good 2 261 
Average 3 255 
Not so good 4 126 
Poor 5 103 
DK/NR 9 7 
 
32. What about public safety in your area, for example police and fire protection? Would you say public 
safety in your area is excellent, good, average, not so good, or poor? 
[VAR: qual_cops] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Excellent 1 221 
Good 2 345 
Average 3 158 
Not so good 4 33 
Poor 5 42 
DK/NR 9 1 
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33. What do you think about the quality of public education in your area, in kindergarten through high 
school? Is public K through 12 education excellent, good, average, not so good, or poor? 
[VAR: qual_K12] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Excellent 1 157 
Good 2 228 
Average 3 200 
Not so good 4 78 
Poor 5 93 
DK/NR 9 44 
 
34. How well is the economy performing in your area? Would you say the performance of the economy 
in your area is excellent, good, average, not so good, or poor? 
[VAR: econ_local] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Excellent 1 22 
Good 2 158 
Average 3 291 
Not so good 4 189 
Poor 5 129 
DK/NR 9 11 
 
35. How good are the parks and recreational opportunities in your area? Would you say parks and 
recreation in your area are excellent, good, average, not so good, or poor? 
[VAR: qual_parks] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Excellent 1 243 
Good 2 319 
Average 3 143 
Not so good 4 47 
Poor 5 38 
DK/NR 9 10 
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Illinois Budget 
Next I’m going to ask you a few questions about the state of Illinois’ budget. 
 
36. **The state of Illinois has a budget deficit of 12-point-five billion dollars. Some say that this is 
because the state does not take in enough money to pay for everything it should do for its citizens. 
Others say that the state takes in plenty of money to pay for everything it needs to do. Which is closer 
to your view? That (rotate) the state does not take in enough money to pay for the things it should do. 
OR that the state takes in plenty of money to pay for everything it should do. 
[VAR: fix_deficit_il09] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
More revenue 1 76 
Cut waste 2 452 
Combination of more revenue and cut waste 3 218 
Haven’t thought much about it 4 27 
Other 5 12 
Don’t know/No response 9 15 
Remarks: Variable is constructed from the collapse of variables deficit_grp1, deficit_grp2, and 
deficit_grp3 which reflect the order the possible responses were presented. The specific order for of 
presentation for deficit_grp1, deficit_grp2, and deficit_grp3 was not recorded.  
 
Section Introduction: There have been a number of proposals to address the state’s budget problems by 
making cuts in state programs and services. I’m going to read several areas where people have suggested 
that the state could make cuts. For each one that I read, I’d like you to tell me whether you favor or 
oppose budget cuts in that area, OK? (rotate) 
 
37. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on kindergarten through high school education? 
[VAR: cuts_K12] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 104 
Oppose 2 675 
Other 3 6 
DK/NR 9 15 
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38. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on state universities? 
[VAR: cuts_he] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 255 
Oppose 2 491 
Other 3 10 
DK/NR 9 44 
Remarks: Unsolicited comment about cuts to higher education “I don’t oppose or favor cuts, but I think 
there should be decreases in the salaries of high paid officials.” 
 
39. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on public safety, such as state police and prison 
operations? 
[VAR: cuts_cops] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 130 
Oppose 2 638 
Other 3 10 
DK/NR 9 22 
 
40. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on natural resources, such as state parks or 
environmental regulation? 
[VAR: cuts_parks] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 256 
Oppose 2 504 
Other 3 15 
DK/NR 9 25 
 
41. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on programs for poor people? 
[VAR: cuts_poor] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 163 
Oppose 2 579 
Other 3 30 
DK/NR 9 28 
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42. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on programs for people with mental or physical 
disabilities? 
[VAR: cuts_disable] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 94 
Oppose 2 682 
Other 3 8 
DK/NR 9 16 
Remarks: Unsolicited comment on cuts to disability benefits “some are great, and some are not. I’m in the 
middle.” 
 
43. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on pension benefits for state workers’ retirement? 
[VAR: pen_cuts] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 316 
Oppose 2 427 
Other 3 11 
DK/NR 9 46 
 
Section Introduction: There have been a number of proposals to address the state’s budget problems by 
finding ways to raise more money to pay for programs and services. I’m going to read several areas 
where people have suggested that more money could be raised. For each one that I read, I’d like you to 
tell me whether you favor or oppose raising revenues in that way, OK? (rotate) 
 
44. Do you favor or oppose a proposal to raise the state income tax rate from 3 percent to 4.5 percent? 
[VAR: tax_inc09] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 257 
Oppose 2 524 
Other 3 7 
DK/NR 9 12 
 
45. Do you favor or oppose a proposal to raise the state portion of the sales tax rate? 
[VAR: tax_sales] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 171 
Oppose 2 606 
Other 3 5 
DK/NR 9 18 
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46. Do you favor or oppose a proposal to expand the sales tax to cover services—for example, dry 
cleaning, haircuts, accounting, etc.—as well as goods? 
[VAR: tax_services] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 353 
Oppose 2 426 
Other 3 2 
DK/NR 9 19 
 
47. Do you favor or oppose a proposal to expand legalized gambling in the state? 
[VAR: gamble_exp] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 356 
Oppose 2 411 
Other 3 4 
DK/NR 9 29 
 
48. Do you favor or oppose a proposal to sell or lease state assets, such as the lottery and the Illinois toll 
road system, to private investors? 
[VAR: sell_il_asset] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 207 
Oppose 2 508 
Other 3 13 
DK/NR 9 72 
Remarks: unsolicited comment “I would approve of selling state assets to a domestic company but not to 
a foreign one.” 
 
Illinois 2010 Primary Election 
 
Section Introduction: Now I’m going to ask a few questions about elections in Illinois in 2010. 
 
49. As you may know, Illinois will hold a primary election in February of 2010. It is a closed primary, 
which means that a person can only vote in the primary of one party. Do you plan to vote in the 
February 2010 primary?  
[VAR: prim10_vote] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Yes 1 733 
No 2 49 
DK/NR 9 18 
Remarks: If no, skip to Q52.  
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50. Do you plan to vote in the Democratic primary, the Republican Primary, or the primary of some other 
party, such as the Green or Libertarian Party? (If “3rd party,” skip to Q 53) (If Republican, skip to Q 
51) 
[VAR: prim10_party] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Democratic 1 322 
Republican 2 201 
Other party 3 46 
DK/NR 9 164 
Not applicable IAP 67 
Remarks: If Democratic (1) go to 48 and 49, skip 50 and 51.  
  
51. (If Democratic voter) Several candidates have announced that they will seek the Democratic 
nomination for governor of Illinois. If the election were held today, would you vote for: 
Governor Pat Quinn, Attorney General Lisa Madigan, State Comptroller Dan Hynes, or someone 
else?  
 
[VAR: prim10_gov_dem] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Governor Pat Quinn 1 109 
State Comptroller Dan Hynes 2 53 
Someone elsev 3 16 
Lisa Madigan 4 3 
Mayor Richard Daley 5 3 
Rod Blagojevich 
Neither Quinn nor Hynes 
Some other candidate not in race yet 
Don’t know/No response 
A republican 
Alexi Giannoulias 
Roland Burris 
Senator Bill Brady 
Missing  
 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
IAP 
1 
10 
9 
114 
1 
2 
1 
1 
478 
 
Remarks: respondents were offered “or someone else,” this response was open-ended and written in. 
From here they skipped to Q53. Constructed by collapsing primgov_grp1 and primgov_grp2. 
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52. Several candidates have announced that they will seek the Republican nomination for governor of 
Illinois. If the election were held today, would you vote for: 
State Senator Bill Brady, State Senator Kirk Dillard, or someone else? (record open-ended) 
[VAR: prim10_gov_rep] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
State Senator Bill Brady 1 20 
State Senator Kirk Dillard 2 15 
State Senator Matt Murphy 3 8 
DuPage County Bd Chairman Bob Schillerstrom 4 7 
Radio commentator Dan Profit 5 7 
Businessman Adam Andrzejewski 
Someone else 
Too early to say 
Don’t know/No response 
Lisa Madigan 
Oberweiss 
Paul Quinn 
Mark Kirk 
Paul Vallice 
None of the above  
Missing  
 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
IAP 
4 
12 
8 
112 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
599 
 
Remarks: respondents were offered “or someone else,” this response was written in.  Constructed by 
collapsing primgov_grp3, primgov_grp4, primgov_grp5, primgov_grp6, primgov_grp7, and 
primgov_grp8. 
 
Social Issues 
Section Introduction: Next, we are interested in your opinion on some social issues. 
 
53. Do you think abortions should be legal under all circumstances, legal only under certain 
circumstances, or illegal in all circumstances? 
[VAR: abort_leg] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Legal under any 1 226 
Legal under certain 2 408 
Illegal under all 3 142 
Other 4 11 
Don’t know/Refused 9 13 
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54. Which of the following three statements comes closest to your position on the legal rights of gay and 
lesbian couples in Illinois?: Gay and lesbian couples should be allowed to legally marry; Gay and 
lesbian couples should be allowed to form civil unions, which would give them some legal rights; OR 
There should be no legal recognition of relationships between gay and lesbian couples? 
 [VAR: lg_coup_rts] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Allowed to legally marry 1 234 
Allowed to form civil unions 2 282 
No legal recognition of relationships 3 249 
Other 4 12 
Don’t know/Refused 9 23 
Remarks: Unsolicited comment on the legal rights of gay and lesbian couples, “they should have all the 
rights married couples have, but it shouldn’t be called marriage.” 
Health Care 
 
55. Do you agree or disagree that the federal government has a responsibility to make sure all citizens 
have health insurance? 
[VAR: hc_fed_resp] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly agree 1 282 
Mostly agree 2 205 
Mostly disagree 3 127 
Strongly disagree 4 170 
Other 5 3 
DK/NR 9 13 
Remarks: If agree or disagree the interviewer asked if they felt so strongly or mostly. Unsolicited 
comments: “I am strongly in favor of health care not insurance;” “the government should be responsible 
for making sure every person has health care and that there is no need for health insurance if everyone 
were to just were to just be offered health care.” 
 
Demographics 
 
Section Introduction: Finally, just a few more questions for classification purposes only. 
56. Gender 
[VAR: gender] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Female 1 488 
Male 2 312 
Remarks: gender was not asked, the interviewer just coded it.  
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57. What is the last level of education you have completed? Is it . . . 
[VAR: education] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Less than high school 1 19 
High school 2 151 
Some college 3 171 
Associate degree 4 69 
Bachelor degree 5 195 
Graduate or professional degree 6 192 
Other 7 3 
 
58. Generally speaking, do you consider yourself a Republican, a Democrat, an Independent, or what?  
[VAR: party_aff1 ] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Republican 1 181 
Democrat 2 278 
Independent 3 250 
Something else 4 68 
DK/NR 9 23 
 
 
59. If Republican or Democrat: Would you call yourself a strong R/D or a not-so-strong R/D  
[VAR: party_str ] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strong Republican 1 99 
Strong Democrat 2 178 
Not-so-strong Republican 3 84 
Not-so-strong Democrat 4 91 
DK/NR 9 7 
Not applicable IAP 341 
Remarks: Only asked of those who said they were Republican or Democrat. 
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59. If Independent: Do you consider yourself closer to the Republican or Democratic Party?  
[VAR: party_indystr ] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strong Democrat 1 4 
Not-strong Democrat 2 22 
Independent-Democrat 
Pure Independent 
Independent-Republican 
Not-so-strong Republican 
3 
4 
5 
6 
77 
35 
87 
17 
Strong Republican 
Neither Democrat/Republican 
Other 
7 
8 
9 
5 
53 
20 
DK/NR 99 21 
Not applicable IAP 459 
Remarks: Only asked of those who said they were not Republican or Democrat. 
 
60. [VAR: party_strength ] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strong Republican 1 97 
Not-so-strong Republican  2 80 
Independent 3 250 
Not-so-strong Democrat 4 91 
Strong Democrat  
Something else 
DK/NR 
5 
6 
9 
177 
68 
23 
Party preference/strength ambiguous 999 14 
Remarks:  Constructed from collapse of party_aff1 and party_str. Independents party preference is not 
indicated. Those responses stating preferences such as one is a “Repubican” in party_aff1 and stating 
“not-so-strong Democrat” in party_str, are coded as ambiguous.  
 
61. [VAR: party_aff]  
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strong Republican 1 97 
Not-so-strong Republican  2 80 
Independent Republican 3 85 
Pure Independent 4 29 
Independent Democrat 5 91 
Not-so-strong Democrat 6 91 
Strong Democrat 7 177 
Neither Democrat/Republican 8 28 
Other 88 76 
DK/NR 99 31 
Party preference/strength ambiguous 999 14 
Remarks:  This variable is constructed to reflect methodology used in subsequent polls. Constructed from 
collapse of party_str and party_indystr. Independents are grouped by party preference, regardless of 
strength. Those responses stating preferences such as one is a “Republican” in party_aff1 and stating 
“not-so-strong Democrat” in party_str, are coded as ambiguous.  
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Health Care 
 
62. Do you currently have health insurance? 
[VAR: hc_haveins] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Yes 1 743 
No 2 55 
DK/NR 9 2 
 
a. Is it a public program (such as Medicare, Medicaid, VA)? 
[VAR: hc_pub] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 449 
Yes 1 294 
Not applicable IAP 57 
 
b. Is the insurance provided by an employer? 
[VAR: hc_empr] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 299 
Yes 1 444 
Not applicable IAP 57 
 
c. Did you purchase the insurance individually? 
[VAR: hc_indy] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 583 
Yes 1 160 
Not applicable IAP 57 
 
d. Did you obtain your insurance some other way? 
[VAR: hc_other] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 740 
Yes 1 3 
Not applicable IAP 57 
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e. Don’t know or no response to how health care was obtained. 
[VAR: hc_dknr] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 740 
Yes 1 3 
Not applicable IAP 57 
 
f. COBRA health insurance? 
[VAR: hc_cobra] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 742 
Yes 1 1 
Not applicable IAP 57 
 
g. Insurance provided by a union? 
[VAR: hc_union] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 740 
Yes 1 3 
Not applicable IAP 57 
 
h. Supplemental insurance? 
[VAR: hc_supins] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 735 
Yes 1 8 
Not applicable IAP 57 
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Religious Behavior 
 
R01.Lots of things come up that keep people from attending religious services even if they want to. Apart 
from occasional weddings, baptisms or funerals, how often do you go to religious services: every week, 
almost every week, once or twice a month, a few times a year, or never? 
[VAR: relig_att_often 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Every week 1 261 
Almost every week 2 111 
Once or twice a month 3 92 
A few times a year 4 213 
Never 5 116 
DK/NR 9 7 
Remarks: If “every week” (1), “almost every week” (2), or “once or twice a month” (3) go to RO2A. If “a 
few times a year” (4) or “never”, go to RO2B.  
 
R02A. Do you attend a place of worship that is Christian or some other religion? 
 [VAR: relig_type] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Christian 1 441 
Some other religion 2 21 
Refused 99 2 
Not applicable IAP 336 
Remarks: If “Christian” (1), go to R04. If “some other religion” (2), go to R05. If “refused” (99), go to 
Q68.  
 
R02B. Do you consider yourself Christian, some other religion, or no religion? 
 [VAR: religion] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Christian 1 239 
Some other religion 2 28 
No Religion 3 61 
Refused 99 8 
Not applicable IAP 464 
Remarks: If “Christian” (1), go to R04. If “some other religion” (2), go to R05. If “no religion” (3), 
“refused” (99), or not applicable (IAP), go to Q68.  
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R04. What church or denomination is that? 
[VAR: relig_denom] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Anglican or Episcopalian 1 7 
Assembly of God 2 1 
Baptist 3 80 
Brethren 4 1 
Catholic or Roman Catholic 5 254 
Church (or Churches) of Christ 6 3 
Church of God 7 6 
Congregationalist 8 3 
Disciples of Christ 9 4 
Jehovahs Witness 11 2 
Latter Day Saints or LDS 12 2 
Lutheran 13 71 
Methodist 14 62 
Non-denominational 16 33 
Orthodox 17 9 
Pentecostal 18 4 
Presbyterian 19 24 
Reformed 20 3 
United Church of Christ 21 9 
Christian or Just Christian 22 18 
Protestant or Just Protestant 23 15 
Other 24 45 
Do not know 98 10 
Refused 99 14 
Not applicable IAP 120 
 
R04Ang.Is your church part of Episcopalian Church in the United States, the Anglican Church in North 
America, or some other Anglican group?   
[VAR: relig_epis] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Episcopalian Church in the United States 1 3 
Anglican Church in North America 2 4 
Not applicable IAP 793 
Remarks: This question was only asked of those that said they were Anglican or Episcopalian on QR04. 
After this they skipped to QR06.  
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R04Bapt. With which Baptist group is your church associated?  Is it the Southern Baptist Convention, the 
American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A., the American Baptist Association, an independent Baptist 
church or some other Baptist group?  
[VAR: relig_bapt] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Southern Baptist Convention 1 33 
American Baptist Churches in USA 2 3 
American Baptist Association 3 3 
Independent Baptist 4 17 
Other 5 13 
Do not know 98 11 
Not applicable IAP 720 
Remarks: This question was only asked of those that said they were Baptist on QR04. After this they 
skipped to QR06.  
   
R04Breth. Is this the church of the Brethren, the Plymouth Brethren, or what?  
 [VAR: relig_bret] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Other 3 1 
Not applicable IAP 799 
Remarks: This question was only asked of those that said they were Brethren on QR04. After this they 
skipped to QR06.  
 
  
R04CofC. Is this the Church of Christ or the United Church of Christ?  
[VAR: relig_coc] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Church of Christ 1 1 
United Church of Christ 2 2 
Not applicable IAP 797 
Remarks: This question was only asked of those that said they were part of the Church of Christ on 
QR04. After this they skipped to QR06.  
  
R04CofG. Is this the Church of God of Anderson, Indiana; the Church of God of Cleveland, Tennessee; 
the Church of God in Christ; or some other Church of God?  
[VAR: relig_cog] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Anderson, Indiana 1 1 
Church of God in Christ 3 3 
Other 4 2 
Not applicable IAP 794 
Remarks: This question was only asked of those that said they were part of the Church of God on QR04. 
After this they skipped to QR06.  
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R04Luth. Is this church part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the Missouri Synod, or 
some other Lutheran group?  
[VAR: relig_luth] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 1 29 
Missouri Synod 2 31 
Other 3 8 
Do not know 98 3 
Not applicable IAP 729 
Remarks: This question was only asked of those that said they were Lutheran on QR04. After this they 
skipped to QR06.  
 
 
R04Meth. Is your church part of the United Methodist Church, African Methodist Episcopal, or some 
other Methodist group?  
[VAR: relig_meth] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
United Methodist Church 1 57 
African Methodist Episcopal 2 1 
Other 3 3 
Do not know 98 1 
Not applicable IAP 738 
Remarks: This question was only asked of those that said they were Methodist on QR04. After this they 
skipped to QR06.  
 
R04Pres. Is this the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. or some other Presbyterian group?  
[VAR: relig_pres] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Presbyterian Church USA (formerly United Presbyterian Church) 1 22 
Do not know 98 2 
Not applicable IAP 776 
Remarks: This question was only asked of those that said they were Presbyterian on QR04. After this they 
skipped to QR06.  
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R04Ref. Is this the Christian Reformed Church, the Reformed Church in America or some other 
Reformed group?  
[VAR: relig_crc] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Christian Reformed Church 1 1 
Other 3 2 
Not applicable IAP 797 
Remarks: This question was only asked of those that said they were part of the Christian Reform Church 
on QR04. After this they skipped to QR06.  
 
  
R04Just. When you say "Christian" does that mean the denomination called the "Christian Church 
Disciples of Christ," or some other Christian denomination, or do you mean to say "I am just a 
Christian"?  
[VAR: relig_mean] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Disciples of Christ 1 2 
I am just Christian 2 12 
Other 3 3 
Do not know 98 1 
Not applicable IAP 782 
Remarks: This question was only asked of those that said they were “Christian” or “just Christian” on 
QR04. After this they skipped to QR06.  
 
 R05. What religion is that?  
[VAR: relig_what] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Buddhist 2 3 
Hindu 3 4 
Islam or Muslim 4 2 
Jewish – Conservative 5 2 
Jewish – Reform 6 7 
Jewish - Orthodox 7 2 
Jewish or Just Jewish 8 6 
Spiritual 10 1 
Unitarian or Universalist 11 5 
Other 12 15 
Do not know 98 1 
Refused 99 1 
Not applicable IAP 751 
Remarks: This was only asked of those who said they were part of ‘some other religion’ on QR02A. 
There were no respondent who were “Baha’i” (1), or “Native American” (9). After this question they 
skipped to Q68.  
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R06.Do you consider yourself to be born-again or evangelical?  
[VAR: born_again] 
Response  Value Label Frequency 
Yes  1 149 
No  2 258 
DK/NR  9 7 
Not applicable  IAP 387 
Remarks: The interviewer coded the respondent’s' exact response, they did not probe. The question was 
only asked if respondent was also asked q68 and response was not Catholic, LDS, Mormon, Jehovah's 
Witness, and Orthodox. Unsolicited comment to this set of questions: “I go to a Catholic church, but 
consider myself Christian, not Catholic.” 
 
Demographics  
 
63. What is your ZIP code? 
[VAR: zip] 
Remarks: The interviewer wrote down the 5-digit zip code of the respondent’s residence. If the 
respondent did not know, the interviewer wrote 99998. If the respondent refused, the interviewer wrote 
99999. 
  
64. For classification purposes, I need to know the year of your birth—the last two digits of your birth 
year would be fine. 
[VAR: birth_yr] 
Remarks: The interviewer wrote the last two digits of the birth year (19__). If the respondent was not sure 
or didn’t know, they wrote 98. If the respondent refused, they wrote 99.  
 
65. For statistical purposes only, we’d like to know your racial or ethnic group. Most people consider 
themselves either white, black, Asian, or Hispanic. 
[VAR: race_eth] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
White 1 647 
Black 2 79 
Asian 3 7 
Hispanic 4 18 
Multiracial 5 17 
Other 6 16 
DK/NR 9 16 
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66. And finally, again for statistical purposes, we’d like a rough estimate of your total household income 
last year. Just stop me when I get to your category. Was it: 
[VAR: hh_inc] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Under $25,000 1 89 
$25,001-$35,000 2 77 
$35,001-$50,000 3 109 
$50,001-$70,000 4 115 
$70,001-$100,000 5 125 
$100,001-$150,000 6 92 
Over $150,000 7 67 
Other 8 3 
Do not know 98 23 
Refused 99 100 
 
67. Quota area 
[VAR: area] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Chicago City 1 184 
Chicago Suburbs 2 336 
NC Downstate 3 212 
Southern Downstate 4 68 
 
68. Date of interview 
[VAR: date] 
Remarks: The date that the interview was conducted.  
 
And that’s all the questions we have. Thank you for your time and cooperation with this very important 
survey. Good night. 
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Survey Instrument 
June 12, 2009 
Paul Simon Public Policy Institute 
Fall 2009 Survey, Second Discussion Draft 
 
Hello.  This is [NAME] calling from the UNT Survey Research Center.  First, I want you to know that 
I’m not trying to sell you anything.  We’re conducting a study to find out what Illinois voters think about 
some public policy questions important to Illinois.  And, your household was selected at random to 
participate.  
According to our research procedure, I need to speak to the youngest (male/female) who is registered to 
vote and who is at home when I place the call. May I speak to that person, please? 
(repeat intro if necessary) 
1. First, we’d like to know what you think about the direction of the United States of America. 
Generally speaking, do you think things in our country are going in the right direction, or are they 
off track and heading in the wrong direction? (IF unsure, probe: Well, on balance, are things 
going in the right direction or the wrong direction?) 
 right direction, wrong direction, other/dk 
2. And what about the direction of the State of Illinois? Generally speaking, are things in Illinois 
going in the right direction, or are they off track and heading in the wrong direction? (If unsure, 
probe) 
 right direction, wrong direction, other/dk 
3. And how are things going in your city or area of the state? In general, are things in your city or 
area going in the right direction, or in the wrong direction? (If unsure, probe) 
 right direction, wrong direction, other/dk 
4. Regardless of what you think about the direction your part of the state, tell us what you think 
about the overall quality of life in your area. Taking everything into account, would you say the 
overall quality of life in your area is . . . 
 excellent, good, average, not so good, or poor? 
Next, we’d like to know what you think about some public policy questions that are being talked about in 
Illinois: First, (rotate) 
5. a proposal to prohibit companies that seek business with the state of Illinois from making 
campaign contributions to state legislative campaigns. Would you  
 strongly favor, favor, oppose, or strongly oppose 
a proposal to ban campaign contributions from companies that want to do business with the state? 
 Next,  
6. a proposal to amend the constitution to allow recall elections for holders of statewide elected 
offices, such as secretary of state, governor, or lieutenant governor. That is, the people could vote 
at any time to remove an elected official from office rather than waiting until the next election. 
Would you 
 strongly favor, favor, oppose, or strongly oppose 
a proposal to allow recall elections for holders of statewide elected offices? 
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7. a proposal to limit the amount of campaign money that Republican and Democratic leaders of the 
legislature are allowed to contribute to other legislative candidates. Would you 
 strongly favor, favor, oppose, or strongly oppose 
a proposal to limit the amount of money that party leaders could contribute to legislative 
candidates? 
8. a proposal to limit in-kind contributions to state legislative campaigns? Currently there are limits 
on cash campaign contributions, but not on contributions of goods or services, such as office 
space, consulting, or even buying advertising on behalf of a candidate. Would you  
  strongly favor, favor, oppose, or strongly oppose 
a proposal to limit in-kind contributions to legislative campaigns? 
9. a proposal to create an independent commission to redraw legislative districts after each Census 
and submit district maps to the legislature for approval. Currently party leaders in the legislature 
appoint the members of the redistricting commission. Would you 
  strongly favor, favor, oppose, or strongly oppose 
a proposal to create an independent commission to redraw legislative districts following the 
Census? 
10. a proposal to lower campaign contribution limits for Illinois offices to match the campaign 
contribution limits of federal offices. For example, Illinois’ individual contribution limits are 
$5,000 per year per official—so an individual could give an officeholder $20,000 over the course 
of a four-year term. Federal individual contribution limits are $2,400 for the primary election and 
$2,400 for the general election—so an individual could give an officeholder $4,800 over the 
course of a four-year term. Would you 
   strongly favor, favor, oppose, or strongly oppose 
a proposal to reduce Illinois campaign contribution limits to the same level as federal limits? 
11. A proposal to limit the length of time legislators could serve in leadership positions, such as 
Speaker of the House or President of the Senate. Would you 
 strongly favor, favor, oppose, or strongly oppose 
a proposal to place term limits on legislative leadership positions? 
12. Which of these proposals to reform Illinois politics would be most important to pursue: (rotate in same 
order)  
__ prohibiting contributions from companies that want to do business with the state 
__ allowing recall of statewide elected officials 
__ limiting the amount that legislative leaders can contribute in other legislative races 
__ limiting in-kind contributions as well as cash contributions 
__ creating an independent commission to draw district boundaries 
__ lowering state campaign contribution limits to match federal limits, or 
__ imposing term limits on legislative leadership positions 
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13.  And which do you think would be the second-most important? 
(rotate in same order)  
__ prohibiting contributions from companies that want to do business with the state 
__ allowing recall of statewide elected officials 
__ limiting the amount that legislative leaders can contribute in other legislative races 
__ limiting in-kind contributions as well as cash contributions 
__ creating an independent commission to draw district boundaries 
__ lowering state campaign contribution limits to match federal limits, or 
__ imposing term limits on legislative leadership positions 
Now I’d like for you to tell me how well some statewide elected officials are performing their 
jobs. For each one that I read, I’d like to tell me if you strongly approve, somewhat approve, 
somewhat disapprove, or strongly disapprove of the job that official is doing. If you haven’t heard 
enough information to evaluate that person, just tell me that. First is . . . (rotate) 
14.  Illinois Governor Pat Quinn. Do you strongly approve, somewhat approve, somewhat disapprove, 
or strongly disapprove of the job Governor Quinn is doing? 
 strongly approve, approve, disapprove, strongly disapprove, DK 
15. Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan? 
 strongly approve, approve, disapprove, strongly disapprove, DK 
16. Illinois Senate Minority Leader Christine Radogno? 
 strongly approve, approve, disapprove, strongly disapprove, DK 
17. Illinois State Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias? 
 strongly approve, approve, disapprove, strongly disapprove, DK 
18.  House of Representatives Minority Leader Tom Cross? 
 strongly approve, approve, disapprove, strongly disapprove, DK 
19. Illinois Senate President John Cullerton? 
 strongly approve, approve, disapprove, strongly disapprove, DK 
20. Speaker of the Illinois House of Representatives Mike Madigan? 
 strongly approve, approve, disapprove, strongly disapprove, DK 
21. U.S. Senator Dick Durbin? 
 strongly approve, approve, disapprove, strongly disapprove, DK 
22.  U.S. Senator Roland Burris? 
 strongly approve, approve, disapprove, strongly disapprove, DK 
23. Next, I have a few questions about government taxes and services: First, how good a value would 
you say you get in terms of services for the taxes you pay to the federal government? Would you 
say you get  
 an excellent value, good value, a fair value, not so good, or a poor value 
in services for the tax dollars paid to the federal government? 
24. And what about the value of services you get for the tax dollars paid to the state of Illinois? 
Would you say you get 
 an excellent value, good value, a fair value, not so good, or a poor value 
in services for the tax dollars paid to the state government? 
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25. And what do you think about government spending in your area of the state? In terms of its share 
of state spending, do you think your part of the state gets 
more than its fair share, about the right amount, or less than its fair share 
of state spending? 
Now we’d like to know what you think of various aspects of the quality of life in your area. For each 
feature that I read, I’d like for you to tell me if you think it is excellent, good, fair, not so good, or poor. 
First is (rotate items) 
26. The quality of the environment, such as clean air and water. In your area, would you say 
environmental quality is 
 excellent, good, average, not so good, or poor? 
27. The quality of infrastructure, such as roads and bridges. Is the quality of infrastructure in your 
area 
 excellent, good, average, not so good, or poor? 
28. What about public safety in your area, for example police and fire protection? Would you say 
public safety in your area is 
 excellent, good, average, not so good, or poor? 
29. What do you think about the quality of public education in your area, in kindergarten through 
high school? Is public K through 12 education  
 excellent, good, average, not so good, or poor? 
30. How well is the economy performing in your area? Would you say the performance of the 
economy in your area is  
 excellent, good, average, not so good, or poor? 
31. How good are the parks and recreational opportunities in your area? Would you say parks and 
recreation in your area are 
 excellent, good, average, not so good, or poor? 
Next I’m going to ask you a few questions about the state of Illinois’ budget: 
32. ** The state of Illinois has a budget deficit of 12-point-five billion dollars. Some say that this is 
because the state does not take in enough money to pay for everything it should do for its citizens. 
Others say that the state takes in plenty of money to pay for everything it needs to do. Which is 
closer to your view? That (rotate) 
The state does not take in enough money to pay for the things it should do. 
or that 
The state takes in plenty of money to pay for everything it should do. 
** NOTE slight wording change from last survey, removing “the lack of resources is due to too much 
spending on unnecessary services and programs.” We will discuss at meeting.  
 There have been a number of proposals to address the state’s budget problems by making cuts in 
state programs and services. I’m going to read several areas where people have suggested that the 
state could make cuts. For each one that I read, I’d like you to tell me whether you favor or 
oppose budget cuts in that area, OK? (Repeat if necessary) (rotate choices) 
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33. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on kindergarten through high school education? 
Favor  Oppose Other/DK 
34. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on state universities? 
Favor  Oppose Other/DK 
35. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on public safety, such as state police and prison 
operations? 
Favor  Oppose Other/DK 
36. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on natural resources, such as state parks or 
environmental regulation? 
Favor  Oppose Other/DK 
37. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on programs for the needy, such as poor people, or 
those with mental or physical disabilities? 
Favor  Oppose Other/DK 
38. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on pension benefits for state workers’ retirement? 
Favor  Oppose Other/DK 
39. Some state leaders insist that Illinois’ budget situation is so bad that painful cuts are necessary. Of 
the spending areas we just talked about, if you had to pick one area for cuts, which would it be? 
(rotate) K-12 education, state universities, public safety, natural resources, programs for the 
needy, or state workers’ retirement benefits? 
K-12 Universities Pub. safety Nat. Resources Needy Pensions 
40.  And if you had to pick a second area for cuts, which would it be? (rotate, same order) K-12 
education, state universities, public safety, natural resources, programs for the needy, or state 
workers’ retirement benefits? 
K-12 Universities Pub. safety Nat. Resources Needy Pensions 
There have been a number of proposals to address the state’s budget problems by finding ways to 
raise more money to pay for programs and services. I’m going to read several areas where people 
have suggested that more money could be raised. For each one that I read, I’d like you to tell me 
whether you favor or oppose raising revenues in that way, OK? (Repeat if necessary) (rotate 
choices) 
41.  ** Do you favor or oppose a proposal to raise the state income tax rate from 3 percent to 4.5 
percent?** 
Favor  Oppose Other/DK 
42.  Do you favor or oppose a proposal to raise the state portion of the sales tax rate? 
Favor  Oppose Other/DK 
43.  Do you favor or oppose a proposal to expand the sales tax to cover services—for example, dry 
cleaning, haircuts, accounting, etc.—as well as goods? 
Favor  Oppose Other/DK 
44.  Do you favor or oppose a proposal to expand legalized gambling in the state? 
Favor  Oppose Other/DK 
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45.  Do you favor or oppose a proposal to sell or lease state assets, such as the lottery and the Illinois 
toll road system, to private investors? 
Favor  Oppose Other/DK 
46. Some state leaders insist that Illinois’ budget situation is so bad that in addition to cuts, raising 
more state money is absolutely necessary. Of the revenue enhancements we just talked about, if 
you had to pick one area for raising more money, which would it be? (rotate) Raising the state 
income tax, raising the sales tax rate, expanding the sales tax to cover services, expanding 
legalized gambling, or selling or leasing state assets? 
Income tax sales tax rate tax services expand gambling lease assets 
47. And if you had to pick a second way for the state to generate more money, which would it be, 
(rotate, same order) Raising the state income tax, raising the sales tax rate, expanding the sales 
tax to cover services, expanding legalized gambling, or selling or leasing state assets? 
Income tax sales tax rate tax services expand gambling lease assets 
Now I’m going to ask a few questions about elections in Illinois in 2010. 
48. As you may know, Illinois will hold a primary election in February of 2010. It is a closed 
primary, which means that a person can only vote in the primary of one party. Do you plan to 
vote in the Februrary 2010 primary? (If no, skip to Q # 53)  (If yes) Do you plan to vote in the 
Democratic primary, the Republican Primary, or the primary of some other party, such as the 
Green  or Libertarian Party? (If “3rd party,” skip to Q 53) (If Republican, skip to Q 51) 
 Democratic  Republican Other party 
49. (If Democratic voter) There are several candidates who have announced that they will run for the 
Democratic nomination for U.S. Senator from Illinois. If the election were held today, would you 
vote for (rotate): 
Senator Roland Burris Attorney General Lisa Madigan State Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias
 Robert F. Kennedy’s son Chris Kennedy, or someone else (record open-ended)? 
50. Several candidates have announced that they will seek the Democratic nomination for governor 
of Illinois. If the election were held today, would you vote for: 
Governor Pat Quinn, Attorney General Lisa Madigan, State Comptroller Dan Hynes, or someone 
else? (record open-ended) (Skip to Q. 53) 
51. (If Republican voter) There are several candidates who have announced that they will run for the 
Republican nomination for U.S. Senator from Illinois. If the election were held today, would you 
vote for (rotate): 
Mark Kirk Peter Roskam or someone else? (record open-ended) 
52.  Several candidates have announced that they will seek the Republican nomination for governor of 
Illinois. If the election were held today, would you vote for: 
State Senator Bill Brady, State Senator Kirk Dillard, or someone else? (record open-ended) 
53. (Ask of all) If Roland Burris was the Democratic nominee for Senator and Mark Kirk was the 
Republican nominee, if the election were held today, who would you vote for 
Burris Kirk Undecided Other/DK 
54. If Roland Burris was the Democratic nominee for Senator and Peter Roskam was the Republican 
nominee, if the election were held today, who would you vote for 
Burris Roskam Undecided Other/DK 
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55. If Lisa Madigan was the Democratic nominee for Senator and Mark Kirk was the Republican 
nominee, if the election were held today, who would you vote for 
Madigan Kirk Undecided Other/DK 
56. If Lisa Madigan was the Democratic nominee for Senator and Peter Roskam was the Republican 
nominee, if the election were held today, who would you vote for 
Madigan Roskam Undecided Other/DK 
57. If Alexi Giannoulias was the Democratic nominee for Senator and Mark Kirk was the Republican 
nominee, if the election were held today, who would you vote for 
Giannoulias Kirk Undecided Other/DK 
58. If Alexi Giannoulias was the Democratic nominee for Senator and Peter Roskam was the 
Republican nominee, if the election were held today, who would you vote for 
Giannoulias Roskam Undecided Other/DK 
 Next I’m going to ask a few question about the governor’s race 
59. If Pat Quinn was the Democratic nominee for Governor and Bill Brady was the Republican 
nominee, who would you vote for 
Quinn Brady Undecided Other/DK 
60. In the race for governor, if Pat Quinn was the Democratic nominee and Kirk Dillard was the 
Republican nominee, who would you vote for 
Quinn Dillard Undecided Other/DK 
61. If Lisa Madigan was the Democratic nominee for Governor and Bill Brady was the Republican 
nominee, who would you vote for 
Madigan Brady Undecided Other/DK 
62. If Lisa Madigan was the Democratic nominee for Governor and Kirk Dillard was the Republican 
nominee, who would you vote for 
Madigan Dillard  Undecided Other/DK 
63. If Dan Hynes was the Democratic nominee for Governor and Bill Brady was the Republican 
nominee, who would you vote for 
Hynes Brady Undecided Other/DK 
64. If Dan Hynes was the Democratic nominee for Governor and Kirk Dillard was the Republican 
nominee, who would you vote for 
Hynes Dillard  Undecided Other/DK 
Finally, just a few more questions for classification purposes only: 
65. DO NOT READ, just code: 
 Male  Female 
66. What is the last level of education you have completed? Is it . . . 
less than high school   high school  some college associate’s degree
 bachelor’s degree graduate or professional degree  Other/DK 
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67. Generally speaking, do you consider yourself a Republican, a Democrat, an Independent, or 
what?  
If Republican or Democrat: Would you call yourself a strong R/D or a not-so-strong R/D 
If Independent: Do you consider yourself closer to the Republican or Democratic Party? 
Strong Dem  Not-strong Dem Independent-Dem Pure Ind. (Vol) 
Independent-Rep Not-Strong Rep Strong-Rep  Other/DK (vol) 
68.  What is your ZIP code? 
 Write 5-digit ZIP _______ 
69 For classification purposes, I need to know the year of your birth—the last two digits of your 
birth year would be fine. 
CODE: 19__ 
 
70 For statistical purposes only, we’d like to know your racial or ethnic group. Most people consider 
themselves either white, black, Asian, or Hispanic 
white black Asian Hispanic Multiracial Other  Refused 
71 And finally, again for statistical purposes, we’d like a rough estimate of your total household 
income last year. Just stop me when I get to your category. Was it: 
Under 25,000 
25,000 to 35,000 
35,000 to 50,000 
50,000 to 70,000 
70,000 to 100,000 
100,000 to 150,000 
Over 150,000 
Other/Refused 
And that’s all the questions we have. Thank you for your time and cooperation with this very important 
survey. Good night. 
 
 
